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YEAR 12 - AS LEVEL MUSIC (2012-13)
Unit 1- MUSC1 Influences on Music

Aural Skills ~ Analysing ~ Essay Writing

Listening and Written Examination

30% AS 

Set Work:

Symphony No.1 by Beethoven (focus - movements I and II)

Area of Study:

Musical Theatre 1940s-80s (focusing on West Side Story, Oklahoma and Chicago)

Listening Exam: candidates answer structured questions related to a CD of musical excerpts.

Written Exam: candidates then answer two essay questions; one on the set work and one on the area of study
Unit 2 – MUSC2 Creating Musical Ideas

Composing
Controlled Assessment
30% AS 
Brief A
1 Chorale in the style of J S Bach (harmonising a 16-bar melody for SATB)
2 Controlling Texture (writing melody & counterpoint)

or

Brief B
Free composition or pastiche

or

Brief C
Arranging (recreating a traditional folk melody for any ensemble of instruments/voices in any western classical style)
Unit 3 – MUSC3 Interpreting Musical Ideas
Performing
Controlled Assessment 

40% of AS

Candidates give two performances (each lasting 5-8 minutes)

1) solo on 1st instrument

2) either solo on 2nd instrument or small ensemble


	
	
	Higher Education 

University Degree (Bachelor of Music/Arts/Science/Education)

Music College Performing Course
Career Opportunities 

Music Publishing

Recording Industry

Media

Music Retail

Musical Instrument Technology

Music Therapy

School or Instrumental Teaching

Performing

Composing/Arranging

Arts Administration
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YEAR 13 - A2 LEVEL MUSIC (2013-14)

Unit 4 – MUSC4 Music in Context

Aural Skills ~ Analysing ~ Essay Writing

Listening and Written Examination

40% of A2
Set Work:

Symphony No.5 by Shostakovich (all four movements)

Area of Study:

Twentieth Century English Choral Music (focusing on Britten’s ‘War Requiem’, Elgar’s ‘Dream of Gerontius’ and Walton’s ‘Belshazzar’s Feast’)

Listening Exam: candidates are given structured questions related to a CD of musical excerpts.

Written Exam: candidates then answer two essay questions; one on the set work and one on the area of study

Unit 5 – MUSC5 Developing Musical Ideas

Composing

Controlled Assessment
30% A2 
Brief A
1 Chorale in the style of J S Bach (more advanced harmonisation of a chorale melody for SATB)

&

2 Classical String Quartet (in the style of Haydn/Mozart)

or

Brief B
Free composition or pastiche

or

Brief C
Arranging (re-creating a classical piece for rock/pop/jazz ensemble)

Unit 6 – A Musical Performance

Solo recital on 1st instrument

Controlled Assessment

30% of A2

Candidates perform two or more contrasting pieces (total 10 – 15 mins)



	
	
	Higher Education 

University Degree (Bachelor of Music/Arts/Science/Education)

Music College Performing Course
Career Opportunities 

Music Publishing

Recording Industry

Media

Music Retail

Musical Instrument Technology

Music Therapy

School or Instrumental Teaching

Performing

Composing/Arranging

Arts Administration
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