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This has been a very short but intense term.  In this issue, you will be able to 
read about: the Regional Rock Challenge Competition held at the Bridlington 
Spa in which Beverley Grammar School competed for the first time, the success 
we have had in various Mathematics team events against other schools, theatre 
trips, winning the Beverley Rotary Club public speaking competition, the very 
successful geography field trip to Sorrento and, hot off the press, a wonderfully 
successful and inspiring Spring Music concert.

I am very proud to 
announce that the 
activities and wear 
something red for 
comic relief raised 
around £1000 and I 
would like to thank 
a l l s t a f f a n d 

students who participated with such enthusiasm for 
this very worthy cause.

Many of our students and staff are looking forward 
to visits abroad this Easter, with Mr Elvidge 
leading a skiing trip  to Italy and Mr Scott leading a 
footballing trip  to Valencia.  I look forward to 
reading all about them in the summer edition of the 
Beverlonian.

I can also report that work experience has been 
reinstated for Year 10 during the final week of the 
summer term.  As part of the preparation every 
student has been formally interviewed by  local 
employers and the feedback about our students 
from the employers has been incredibly  positive.  

Our students really are equipped with much sought 
after employability  skills and we will continue to 
build on these in year 11.

As we move into the summer term it is a very busy 
and stressful time for our students in Years 10, 
(science only this year) 11, 12 and 13 as they 
prepare for their GCSE, AS and A2 exams.  I know 
that many of these students are already working 
incredibly  hard to maximise the grades they receive 

in August and, to 
quote Gary Player, 
(o r was i t  Tom 
Watson or Arnold 
Palmer?) “the more 
I practise the luckier 
I b e c o m e ” .  
Beverley Grammar 
S c h o o l p u t s a n 

enormous emphasis on effort and so, rather than 
wishing them luck this summer, I would just 
implore all of our students to try their very best and 
put in maximum effort to reach their full potential.  
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Obviously preparing for these 
final exams is easier if built upon 
solid foundations.  It is why 
effort is emphasised throughout 
the school from years 7 to 13 and 
why the above message applies to 
all of our students. 

Preparation for the launch of 
v e r t i c a l t u t o r g r o u p s i n 
September is gathering pace.  
Some students have been to visit 
other schools, asked lots of 
questions and are currently 
reporting back on how, here 
Beverley Grammar School, we 
can successfully  implement a 
smooth transition.  Apart from 
the exams this will be a main 
focus for the summer term.

The new library  is on track to be 
completed over the Easter 
holidays; we will then spend the 
first week after Easter getting 
everything ready  to be fully open 
for business by Monday  15 April.  
There will be a grand official 
opening on Thursday 16 May 
with the author Jonathan Meres. 
Also over the Easter holidays 
new windows are being installed 
in the Languages and Humanities 

areas of the school prior to 
complete refurbishment of their 
rooms and corridors during the 
summer. In addition, our new fire 
alarm system has now been 
completely installed and we now 
have a fully integrated system 
linking all areas of the school.  

Two members of staff are leaving 
us this Easter; Brian Jones, one of 
our cover staff, is retiring and 
Jemma Hughes our apprentice in 
the main office has completed her 
course.  I wish them both well for 
the future and would like to thank 
them for their commitment and 
enthusiasm whils t here at 
Beverley Grammar School.  

It is with great sadness that I also 
have to inform you of the death 
of Mandy Hoey this term.  
Amanda was a part time science 
teacher who had been struggling 
against cancer for some time.  
She finally lost that battle on 
Monday 18 February, aged just 
39, and our thoughts and prayers 
are with her husband and four 
young children at this very 
difficult time.

Grahame Hodson

Did You Know?
...that just registering your child 
for free school meals means that 
Beverley Grammar School will 
receive extra funding to enhance 
your child’s education?

You may already have heard 
about the introduction of the 
Government initiative, the “Pupil 
Premium”. This is an additional 
grant available for schools, 
determined by the number of 
pupils eligible for Free School 
Meals (FSM).

There is an additional £900 of 
funding for every student in our 
school who qualifies for FSM. 
You may have made the decision 
to provide your child with packed 
lunch out of preference, or 
p e r h a p s d u e t o f i n a n c i a l 
constraints.  If you are successful 
in registering for FSM, your child 
immediately receives the benefit 
of £475 of school dinners, with a 
wide range of healthy  options 
offered in our canteen.

This is only the first plus. To find 
out more, and to check the 
eligibility  criteria, please read the 
letter available on our website 
u n d e r ‘ L e t t e r s H o m e ’ . 
Alternatively, you can follow this 
direct link: http://goo.gl/TjVRs
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Nearly There!

New library nears completion
We are nearly there! The 
transformed Library  will 
shortly be ready  for the books 
to be returned.  We are hoping 
to start replacing the stock 
during the Easter holidays 
with a view to being open a 
week later.  It has been 
difficult  working with a 
temporary library  and small 
book stock, but the students 

have still maintained a reading habit and have 
continued to use the non fiction stock during 
lessons.

World Book Day
Wo r l d B o o k D a y, 
March 7th ,  has 
consequently this year 
been a low key event, 
but if you wish to try 
the book quiz at home, 
follow the link on the 
school website under 

Beverlonian.  No prizes unfortunately, just for fun 
and a sense of achievement.

We will be having author Jonathan Meres –The 
World of Norm books – in school in May, and 
during that week the library  will host competitions 
and activities.  Further details nearer the time.



4

Rock Challenge 2013
Boys from Beverley Grammar School have been working with the girls from 
Beverley High for the past few months, rehearsing and preparing for Rock 
Challenge. Rock Challenge is a global competition which involves teams creating 
an eight minute drama, movement and dance piece performed to a soundtrack. 
Each performance has its own theme, decided by the school, and works with a 
team of between 20 and 120 youngsters.

Professionalism and Passion
On Tuesday  19th February, the Beverley High and Beverley 
Grammar Rock Challenge team made the journey to Bridlington Spa 
to perform in the annual regional heat. Arriving in Bridlington at 
9.30am, students brought the set, costumes and props into the Spa’s 
Royal Hall before settling down for a relaxing half an hour. However, 
this relaxation wasn’t to last long! The famous morning production 
meeting got off to a loud start with the usual raving, dancing, 
Mexican waves, screaming and jumping around. Following this, all 
of the schools rehearsed their pieces on the stage, with lighting and 
video rehearsals.

When Beverley High and Grammar’s turn came to rehearse, the stage crew put the set of a Marie Celeste 
ship and storm / sunset flats onto the stage before the performers took 
their places. The first run of the performance began, and the lighting 
director (Sam Kelly) worked with the lighting professional to create 
an exciting lighting design, in conjunction with the spot light 
operators, Oscar Baumber and Will Sheen. After some feedback, the 
students ran a second rehearsal on the stage, this time with full 
lighting. The rehearsal went really well, and gained a rapturous 
applause from students from other schools. Students used great 
performance skills during the rehearsal, showing professionalism and 
passion throughout. Whilst all of this was going on, video directors 
Connor O’Brien and Edward Clarkson planned and practised their 

video of the event, directing three camera men and a video editor.

A Giant Conga!
Following the rehearsal, students watched other schools, and went 
out for a breath of fresh air and lunch. Late afternoon, after the 
second production meeting, a spot of staff dancing on stage and a 
giant 1000 person conga, preparations for the evening performance 
began. Our team then went to their dressing room and began to get 
ready. A team of face painters and hair stylists from East Riding 
College transformed the team with face paint, make up, false 
eyelashes, glitter, false facial hair(!) and litres of hair spray! Even the 
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boys enjoyed their hair being transformed although I won’t mention their foundation, blusher and eye make 
up …! Following a team talk and a few last  minute tweaks and rehearsals, it was time to go on stage! The 
stage crew (including Mr Tuohy) went to the stage first, followed closely by the lighting and video students, 
then the army of performers. Everyone was incredibly focussed on what was about to happen.

The time had arrived! The stage crew 
quickly got the set onto the stage, and 
C o n o r S p i l s b u r y s t a r t e d t h e 
performance with an introduction, 
explaining the theme, ‘The Ghost of 
Celeste’:

His breakfast lies, undisturbed,
chair all ready, prepared,
The rest of the crew, disappeared,
Their belonging, bared to me.
No-one knows what happens,
But wait, I tell a lie.
Some men do, but find them,
That’s the quest, I’m told.
All those people vanished,
And we want to know why.
The event that sparked our interest,
Still remains a mystery

Thousands clapping and cheering
The performance then started, the lights being brought up and the soundtrack beginning. Sailors and their 
wives bounded onto the stage, waving their wives goodbye. The ship then sailed, hitting a storm soon after 
with lighting flashing and searching around the stage. Beautiful mermaids then arrived onto the stage, 
mesmerising the sailors and bringing them off the ship, before the rocks came alive. Then, a battle broke out, 
with the mermaids killing the sailors. A heartbreaking ending, with the sailors wives finding out that  their 
husbands were lost at sea left the audience wanting more. The sound of thousands of audience members 
clapping and cheering ended the performance in the best way possible! Following the performance, the stage 
crew removed the set in record time whilst  the student representatives from the team answered questions on 
the stage. During these questions, the team also found out that they’d been given the award for ‘School 
Community Support’ which celebrates the fundraising efforts of team members.

The Spirit of Rock Challenge
After the performance, students got changed and watched some of the other schools perform. Then came the 
time for the results! ‘The Ghost of Celeste’ team won awards for ‘Staging’, ‘Achievement in Drug 
Awareness’ and, in our opinion, the best performance of all, ‘The Spirit of Rock Challenge’. This award is 
given to the nicest, friendliest  team who get into the positive and excitable spirit of Rock Challenge 
throughout the day. This is an amazing accolade for the team and well deserved! All students behaved 
impeccably during the day and made lots of new friends from different schools.

Huge congratulations to the ‘Ghost of Celeste’ team, and thanks to all of the staff involved from Beverley 
High School who made the performance possible.

Mrs Hughes
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Spring football

Football teams got under way with competitive league action again straight after 
the February half term, with matches against Wolfreton (Away), Cottingham 
(Home) and Goole (Home). BGS teams put in some good performances on 
these occasions and represented the school superbly.
The Year 8 football team remain unbeaten in all competitions since the start of Year 7, which will be put to 
the test in the upcoming league semi-finals (against Goole) and the semi-final of the Cup  (vs Longcroft). 
Year 10 are also flying high and join Year 8 in their own league semi-final match after winning their group. 
They play Woldgate School in the semi-final match in a few weeks’ time.

Many lads, including some from the school football teams, are flying out to Valencia over Easter with the 
school’s Football Tour – which will be a fantastic opportunity to be coached by  professionals and improve 
their skills even further. We look forward to seeing our teams continue to put in strong performances and 
reward the parents/staff who brave the cold to support all our teams.

Mr Lamplugh
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On Friday 11th January, 15 
budding young Physicists signed 
up to the Physics Lecture Trip. 
This involved us traveling to 
York to see a lecture given by  Dr 
Chris Lintott (friend of Brian Cox 
and presenter of the Sky at Night) 
at St Peters School York.

The lads and I made our way to 
York on the cold and dark 
January night. On the way there 
the roads were free of traffic until 
w e h i t Yo r k , o n l y  t o b e 
confronted with gridlock (no 
surprise there then). After waiting 
twenty  minutes we made a safe 
exit off the minibus and briskly 
walked to the high class eating 
establishment ‘McDonalds’.

C o r d u r o y j e a n s , 
blazers and elbow 
pads.
To our amazement there weren’t 
dozens of PHD Physics post-
graduates chatting about the 
‘Large Hadron Collider’ while 
guzzling on their happy  meals. It 
w a s m o r e o f a r a u c o u s 
atmosphere of loud teenagers 
buying whatever they could with 
t h e i r r e c e n t l y c o l l e c t e d 
‘Christmas tips’ paper round 
money  before they  went on to 
buy another tracksuit at the late 

opening JD Sports around the 
corner. Even on our way  into the 
‘restaurant’ we were greeted by 
some welcoming York youths, 
who seemed to think we were a 
group of female ‘Brownies’. No 
matter, we ate with haste in our 
corduroy jeans, blazers and 
elbow pads, before setting off for 
the Physics lecture, because we 
had important business that 
evening – to find out what 
700,000 people can tell us about 
the universe!

We arrived at  St Peters School in 
good time, and made our way 
around the various Physics 
experiments set up  for the 
evening prior to the main event 
of the Physics lecture. A very 
interesting infrared camera 
captured the boys imagination. 
You could actually still see a heat 
hand print from somebody 
touching a surface up to a minute 
afterwards. Further to this, the 
infrared camera highlighted the 
greenhouse effect, and that the 
infrared waves humans emit  do 
not penetrate glass.

Spaghettification
We then made our way into the 
lecture hall, which to the boys’ 
amazement actually  had chairs 
with comfortable cushions, 
unlike our own school hall. Dr 
Chris Lintott was introduced after 
he had stoically travelled up from 
Stargazing Live the previous 
evening.

In the lecture Dr Lintott had the 
boys entranced with his images 

of the universe, galaxies and 
weird stars. He explained the 
current understanding of black 
holes being at the centre of our 
galaxies, how they are identified 
and what they do. Not only  that, 
the boys learned of the term 
‘Spaghettification’, which is what 
happens to anyone or anything 
that comes close to a black hole!

Dr Lintott then went on to 
describe the work being done by 
many hundreds of thousands of 
people in the own homes, by 
looking at stars and galaxies in 
helping scientists identify what 
the universe is really made up of. 
I have forgotten the name of the 
person, however, one man in the 
room had actually  found a planet 

orbiting a star in our Milky Way, 
and Dr Lintott  was in the process 
of naming it after this man. 
Zoouniverse is a website where 
you can access the images of 
stars and galaxies to help 
scientists map our universe.

As many freebies as 
possible!
After the lecture Dr Chris Lintott 
was signing and selling his books 

Old MacDonald had a...Universe!
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for £12 or so. The boys took this opportunity  to not only  get  as many freebies as possible, such as Frisbees 
and mini calendars, and also had the audacity to ask Dr Chris to sign everything they  had about their person 
(literally everything!). I thought at one stage they  were 
going to ask him to sign their shirts.

Anyway, after what  felt like being backstage at a ‘One 
Direction’ concert with an over excited group  of girls, 
myself and the boys made our way back to the minibus 
with the bundles of science stuff we had collected. 
Incidentally, we were running twenty minutes late as 
Tom Gardiner and his accomplice had got stuck in the 
Cosmosphere gazing at the stars (typical!).

On the way home some of the boys kindly helped me 
complete a few levels on one of my iPad games I had been struggling to figure out. (Kids these days are far 
too good at computer games!)

Furthermore, a few of us chatted about the lecture and the excellent Dr Chris Lintott. He had given us many 
thought provoking descriptions of our place in the universe.

But most importantly, I think each of us for the briefest moment pondered a somewhat beautiful, yet (some 
would say) inconsequential thought  while of on our little minibus, trundling along the A1079 back to 
Beverley…

 

…just what or who is out there in the vastness of our universe?

Mr Scott

MFL Spelling Bee
All of Year 7 have been involved in the national Spelling Bee competition organised by Routes into 
Languages which encourages and promotes language learning. Students had to learn 50 words in Spanish 

and also spell them in Spanish using their alphabet. Class competitions were held 
in December to find 2 winners per class to proceed into round 2.

In January the 10 quarter finalists had to learn a further 50 words, all based on 
topics covered in class, and competed in the next 
round on Wednesday 6th March. Each student was 
given one minute on the clock to correctly say the 
translated word and then spell it. To make things 
harder, any accented letters had to be identified, as did 

tildes on the letter N and spaces. Students even had to pass in Spanish!

The 4 semi finalists are Oliver Dobson, Alex Vidal-Edwards, Joe Bellotti and 
Vinira Wijesuriya who will now compete in a regional final on April 18th at 
Hull University. For this round, the boys will need to learn 150 words and spell them correctly! Good 
luck boys!

Mrs Groak
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Raising Aspirations

Raising Aspirations workshop lessons
Dan Robinson, a professional guitarist visited five Year 7 and Year 8 Music lessons this week. He performed 
a selection of song extracts to the students, as a Year 8 pupil described, acting as a “human jukebox”!

The requested songs ranged from AC/DC’s ‘Highway to Hell’, Ed Sheeran’s ‘A-Team’, The Beatles ‘Help’ 
to the theme tune from the TV show, Noddy! Students were instantly engaged by the phenomenal selection 
of songs which Dan played, without any sheet music, chords or notation!

Classes then discussed the links between what they had seen and heard, and their current learning. Dan then 
helped students with their performance work, either learning the 12 bar blues or creating an Axis of 
Awesome-style, 4-chord song performance.

Comments from the workshop lessons were very positive with students feeding back that they felt it was 
“awesome”, “the best thing ever” and “great to hear a wicked live guitarist”. Hopefully, this has inspired the 
next generation of guitarists at Beverley Grammar School.

Mrs Hughes
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Performance tables confirm 
outstanding results at A level 
and GCSE
The 
performance 
tables 
published on 
Thursday 24 
January show 
that Beverley 
Grammar 

School students achieved the best results per student 
and per entry in the whole of the East Riding at A 
Level in 2012. GCSE results were also very 
impressive, especially in the core areas of English 
and Mathematics.  Find this story in the Beverlonian 
section of our website to see the results tables!

Well done to all our students and thank you to our 
hard working and committed staff.

Grahame Hodson

Raising Aspirations - calling all alumni!
Do you know any ex students from the school who would be willing to share their career journey with boys 
at the school?  We would like to have as many stories as possible from as many career paths as we can find. 
These will be displayed in school to current boys as something to aspire to in the future. 

We will need a photo so that we can then create a Facebook-style 
presentation, as well as answers to the questions listed below.

• When did you attend Beverley Grammar School?

• What area or field do you currently work in?

• What made you decide to take up that career?

• What qualifications or training did you require after leaving 
school?

• What is the hardest part of the job?

• What is the best part of the job?

• Do you have any advice to offer anyone who wants to follow your career path?

We welcome your contributions.  These can be e-mailed to l.dent@beverleygrammar.co.uk

Child Protection
Please be aware that our Child Protection Policy is available on line and there is an email address for use 
with any comments.The Senior Child Protection Manager is G. Todd and J. Chisholm is the Child 
Protection Co-ordinator

Our school nurse - Jacky Kruger has her pop-in each Tuesday lunchtime in the Student Support Interview 
Room- this is a confidential service and includes a sexual health clinic.

mailto:l.dent@beverleygrammar.co.uk
mailto:l.dent@beverleygrammar.co.uk
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Six schools were invited, including Beverley 
Grammar, Hornsea and Cottingham High School, 
each with two participants ready to speak on their 
chosen topic. Immediately, I began to feel nervous, 
when I was told about it, as public speaking is very 

nerve-wracking: it  requires a sense of confidence, 
being able to keep  your audience interested and 
entertained, and, most importantly, fully  illustrating 
the message of my chosen subject.

The speech I gave was on patriotism in our country 
and I how I feel that, on the whole, we are not 
patriotic enough. Going to the Rotary Club to speak 
on such a topic seemed to fit in well; a club that is 
all about putting others first, will also have a good 
sense of pride in what they represent and what 

represents them. After a delicious meal, the nerves 
began to take effect: we, the six of us, were taken 
outside of the room to patiently wait for our turn. 
One by one, we each went out and gave our speech: 
I was left until last, as the painful wait dragged on. 
The sound of an applause as each participant both 
entered and left the room was fairly  comforting: 
they  each came out with a smile on their faces so I 
could only assume that it wasn’t as bad as I had 
imagined.

When it  was my turn, it was quite intense: my first 
time doing a public speech was quite a daunting 
task. Still, I gave my speech to the best of my 
ability: the audience chuckled a little, seemed 
engaged, and I was happy enough coming out of it. 
We were then invited back into the room as we 
awaited the results. I didn’t care too much about 
the result: I had actually  forgotten beforehand that 
it was a competition; I was just enjoying the 
occasion and looking forward to giving it  my best 
shot. The results were announced, and I am proud 
to say that I won! It was a very big shock for me; I 
was pleased to have placed but even more 
delighted to have won! Credit where credit is due 
however: I heard that the other speeches were also 
excellent, with wide-ranging topics from Buddhism 
to the Nature of Fear and I’m sure they all did a 
fantastic job. Jacob did an impressive speech on the 
importance of history. We had our photographs 
taken together and we all each received a plaque 
and a signed certificate. Being the winner, I also 
received a trophy that will sit in the Beverley 
Grammar School trophy  cabinet for the next year, 
and also a £50 cheque for the school, a very kind 
and generous offer.

All in all, the experience was fun and satisfying: 
the members of the Beverley Rotary Club were 
warm, welcoming and very gracious. The meal was 

Public speaking success! by Elliot Green

On Tuesday 5th March, I was invited to participate in the annual Beverley Rotary 
Club Public Speaking Competition at Tickton Grange Hotel. I was honoured to 
be selected along with Jacob Birkenshaw, and was delighted to be selected for 
such a prestigious event. 
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delectable and I thoroughly enjoyed the whole 
evening.  I would like to thank the Rotary Club 
greatly for inviting us to such an event, as well as 
the school for selecting Jacob and I to represent 
them at this evening, in which I hope made the 
school proud. I learned that public speaking isn’t 
actually terrifying at all. Granted there will be 
nerves, but if you ever get  the opportunity, I advise 
you snap it up. Giving a public speech in front of an 
adult audience gives you a tremendous sense of 
achievement. Every competitor there agreed. I thank 
everybody  involved and hope next year’s Public 

Speaking 
Evening 
w i l l b e 
j u s t a s 
good, if 
n o t 
b e t t e r . 
After all, 
BGS has 
won in 4 
consecutive years. That is some tradition to uphold!

‘The Woman in Black’ - a visit to York’s Theatre Royal

On Wednesday evening, February 27th, a group of GCSE and A-level students travelled to the York Theatre 
Royal to see the acclaimed production of 'The Woman in Black' adapted by Stephen Mallatratt, from the 
novel by Susan Hill.

If we were expecting a tense nerve-wracking evening, we were not to be disappointed. The audience were 
transported into a spine-chilling, ghostly world. The acting by the two cast members, Julian Forsyth as 
Arthur  Kipps and Anthony Eden, as the young actor with whom he shares his story, was compelling and 
kept us on the edge of our seats. The third  member, the unnerving Woman in Black, was the embodiment of 
evil,presenting a terrifying,gaunt figure with staring,sunken eyes and a startling, white face which seemed to 
shine luminously  out of the darkness.

A chilling moment was when a mist  enveloped the stage and audience and everyone was waiting in nervous 
anticipation for something to happen.

Although, most  of the action was chilling and creepy, there were moments  of comedy too,for instance at the 
beginning of the play  when Arthur Kipps was rehearsing how to tell his story. Presented by this very small 
cast and only  a few props, The Woman in Black was nevertheless intense,spine-chilling and full of thrilling 
surprises. As the posters said, 'Everyone in the theatre can hear you scream!'

William Adkin (Year 10)
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Sorrento, Italy
The Geography departments of BHS and BGS recently returned from a very 
successful trip to Sorrento in Italy.  The trip was organised by Mrs Breen, the 
Head of Geography at the High School.  46 students and 5 staff departed from 
BHS late on Tuesday Feb 27th and travelled to Gatwick Airport, where we were 
met by our Tour Rep for the trip, Tracey.  We arrived at Naples airport and were 
delighted to find that it was much warmer than home!  

Vesuvius
We made our way to Solfatara, a shallow volcanic crater on the 
outskirts of Naples.  We had a guided tour of the crater floor and saw 
many hot mud pools and fumeroles (an opening in the earth’s crust).  
These fumeroles emitted sulphur gases hence the rather strong smell 
of rotten eggs! We then made for our hotel overlooking the Bay of 
Naples and in the distance Mount Vesuvius, the only  active volcano 
on mainland Europe.  The following morning we travelled to 
Vesuvius and walked to the summit and around the edge of the crater.  
Again we had guide, Roberto, who gave us a very interesting 
geography lesson about Vesuvius.

Pompeii
In the afternoon we went to Pompeii, destroyed by  the eruption of 
Vesuvius in AD 79.  Pompeii is one of the world’s most famous and 
impressive archaeological sites.  We were very  lucky to get a 
wonderful guided tour from our guide for the afternoon, Gianno.  His 
stories and anecdotes of life in Pompeii enthralled us all.On Friday 
morning we made our way to the main harbour in Sorrento, met by 
Gianno who was our guide for the day, and took the Hydrofoil (ferry) 
to the popular tourist island of Capri.  We experienced the delights of 
the local transport system, ie small buses that took us on the narrow 
winding road to the town of Anicapri.

Amalfi Coast
We then took the chairlift  to top of the island and despite the overcast 
weather, had spectacular views of the island, Vesuvius and the Amalfi 
coast.  We returned to the main town, Capri and Gianno took us on a 
guided walk. On Saturday morning we visited a typical farm of the 
region and were given a guided tour.  We were then shown how to 
make various cheeses, including mozzarella (one of the main 
toppings on a pizza), followed by lunch at the farm.  We had a 
typically Italian antipasti starter (very tasty), before everyone made 
their own pizza, helped by the farm chef.  Most of us took the 
opportunity to buy  olive oils, marmalades and liqueurs (adults only), 
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p r o d u c e d 
o n t h e 
farm.  The 
afternoon 
was spent 
d r i v i n g 
along the 
A m a l f i 
c o a s t , 
w h i c h 
m u s t b e 
one of the 
w o r l d ’ s 
m o s t 
spectacular 
c o a s t a l 
d r i v e s 
(Could be a 
Top Gear special!).  We had a 
short guided tour of the Cathedral 
in Amalfi, before some free time 
for shopping/chilling.

On our final Day we headed for 
Herculaneum, a wealthy  Roman 
town famous for having been lost 
along with Pompeii in the 
eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 
AD 79.  It is also famous as one 
of the few ancient cities that can 
now be seen in almost its original 
sp lendour, because unl ike 
Pompeii, its burial was so deep as 
to ensure the buildings’ upper 
s t o r e y s r e m a i n e d i n t a c t . 
Originally, we were to have an 
unguided visit, but having 
enjoyed Giannos’ guided tours 
earlier in the trip, we decided to 
see if he was available again.  
Luckily for us all, he was 
available and gave us yet another 
brilliant tour.  Again, everyone 
was delighted.  We learnt much 
about life in Herculaneum and 
saw great examples of Roman 
earthquake proof building design, 
saunas, gyms, shops, and under-

f l o o r c e n t r a l 
heating.  As we 
discovered, many 
features of our 
h o m e s a n d 
buildings are not 
new.  The Romans 
h a d t h e m 2 
thousand years 
ago! 

O u r f i n a l 
destination was to 
Naples city centre.  
We were met by 
our guide Alex 
who took us on a 
t o u r o f t h e 

Catacombs underneath the city.  
The Catacombs included a 
Roman Theatre and the extensive 
water supply 
system built by 
t he Romans 
and used by 
locals as an air 
raid shelter in 
Wo r l d Wa r 
Two.  

From the city 
c e n t r e w e 
made the short 
journey  to the 
a i r p o r t a n d 
e v e n t u a l l y 
r e t u r n e d , 
exhausted, to 
B e v e r l e y a t 
2 .00 am on 
M o n d a y 
March 4th.  

Each evening, 
we reflected on 
the places we 
visi ted and completed the 
workbook provided.  As a result, 

the students have some brilliant 
case study  information about 
volcanoes/tectonics and tourism 
to help them in their future 
exams.  

As always, the students were a 
credit to the two schools.  This 
was a fantastic trip, thoroughly 
enjoyed by both students and 
staff.  Our experiences of Italian 
geography, history and culture 
will be long remembered.

C Elvidge
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Spring Concert

This year's Spring Concert featured a 120-strong Year 7 choir, an orchestra of 
30, the powerful Brass Group, junior and senior woodwind ensembles, two rock 
bands and a plethora of sensational sixth form soloists.
The evening started (following the logistical nightmare of getting 120 year 7 boys onto the stage) with 
rousing renditions of Madness' classic, Our House, and the contrasting Seasons of Love from the musical, 
Rent. The quality of sound from the group, excellent characterisation and diction started the concert  off in 
good form!

The orchestra then contrasted this performance with their Hungarian and Sousa Marches. Two sixth form 
soloists, Benjamin Waters (guitar) and David Hull (cornet) played next, showing the audience their talents, 
and also showcasing the diversity of the instruments for our younger students. Following the concert, a year 
7 student  commented that he never knew that the guitar could be played like that and make all of the 
different sounds. This was a really important aspect of the concert, to introduce the younger students to 
different styles of music and instruments that they hadn't come across before, broadening their horizons. 
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Other highlights of the first half were the junior rock 
band, Apocalypse 7 who performed an arrangement 
of Robbie William's Candy with Harry Loney  at the 
helm on vocals, as well as the accomplished Senior 
Woodwind Ensemble and soloists Geoffrey Ma and 
the charismatic Joey Langfield.

Following the interval glass of wine, the refreshed 
audience were treated to the beautiful-sounding 
Brass Group who performed a couple of popular 
numbers, the Theme from Dr Who and Journey  with 
The Beatles. Lawrence Paine followed the Brass 
Group  with an exciting drum solo, written by 
himself which ensured that Mr Hodson and Mrs 
Todd (sat just a metre or so away from the drum kit) 
were definitely awake, plus possibly a few 
neighbours of the School! From speaking to a 
number of year 7s, this appears to have been a 
highlight of the concert, and widely appreciated by 
the students. Simon Choules then calmed the mood 
with a very  emotive rendition of Rachmaninoff's 
Vocalise on clarinet. The year 11 band then 

continued proceedings with two very professionally 
played songs by The Hives and The Black Keys. 
Not only  did Intentionally Blank perform with real 
precision and skill, but also had amazing stage 
presence, which was a great credit to them. The 
Junior Woodwind Ensemble followed with their 
uplifting performance which showed a large amount 
of promise for the future. The concert  was then 
rounded off with two very  accomplished solos by 
Ben Borthwick (piano), Matthew Lock (trombone) 
and an exciting performance from the Year 7 Choir 
of Revolting Children from the Royal Shakespeare 
Company's musical, Matilda. This final performance 
was full of surprises, from the group of riotous 
revolting children who stormed into the Hall to 
begin the song, to the solo section and paper 
aeroplanes which flew into the audience at the end! 
However, the real skill of the performance was the 
large group  of year 7 boys who mastered the 
incredibly  tricky rhythms and got their tongues 
around the difficult words. This was definitely  a 
highlight of the evening, and a surprise to the 
audience, and Mr Hodson alike. Year 7 are pretty 
good at keeping secrets!

Many thanks to the parents and staff who made the 
concert possible, by encouraging rehearsals, 
organising refreshments and ensuring that all 

students were in the right place at the right time! 
Also, many thanks to those who supported the 
concert.  

Mrs Hughes
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Holocaust Educational Trust inspire Art project

In March, Year 9 students looked at the work 
of artists who had survived the concentration 
camps, particularly at Auschwitz, and reflect 
on the atrocities that were committed there. 
Boys worked in a wide range of materials, 
including mono printing, etching, wire and 
variety of drawing materials.

The excellent work here is by Sam Thompson 
and is his view of the pain and darkness that a 
survivor might feel.

The school has been fortunate enough to 
welcome two visitors from this term from the Holocaust Educational Trust, working with both the Art and 
History departments. Ruth Barnett, a survivor of the Kindertransport system spoke passionately to all Year 9 
students about her experiences and the importance of tolerance and learning lessons from history. A more 
detailed write-up will be on our website in the Beverlonian section soon.


